
 
MANY FAMOUS PEOPLE ARE ADOPTEES 

 
 

At least two prior presidents are adoptees, Gerald Ford and Bill Clinton.  Ronald 
Reagan’s wife, Nancy, was an adoptee.  The late Robert Byrd, the Senator from West 
Virginia, was adopted.   
 
 Statistics show that when compared with the population at large, adoptive 
children tend to perform better academically. 
 
 Famous actors and actresses who were placed for adoption include, Marilyn 
Monroe, Melissa Gilbert, Priscilla Presley, Ray Liotta, and Richard Burton.  Some of our 
greatest authors were also adoptees such as Leo Tolstoy, Louisa Mae Alcott, Mark 
Twain.  Oddly several Olympic Figure Skating medal winners were adoptees, Peter and 
Kitty Carruthers, Surya Bonaly, and Scott Hamilton.  
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